5530 Eastbourne Drive 
Springfield, VA 22151 
15 August 1992 4:51pm 


Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 21702 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

Hope this letter finds you both well and enjoying the baseball season... it appears the Orioles 
aren't doing poorly. 

Enclosed please find the information regarding Operation STRONGBACK. The information is 
that which I obtained from the original records, all of which were initially classified and now 
have been downgraded as a result of normal downgrading procedures. Obviously I didn't copy 
the entire order as it was a couple of inches thick. Interestingly enough, I found it to be a very 
comprehensive operations order and very professional in its composition. Any errors in the 
material I've enclosed are mine since I didn't copy the material but re-typed it into my portable 
computer. 
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As you will note, STRONGBACK was a training exercise and corresponds with the information 
at WR 683-684. Unfortunately, all that is in the records regarding the exercise is the Operations 
Order from which I extracted the information enclosed. There are no orders reflecting troop lists 
and the like. However, one would not normally expect that type of material to be retained 
regarding a training exercise, less some extraordinary occurrence. Therefore, I cannot actually 
state that LHO participated although the unit to which he was assigned is troop listed in the 
order. The air control elements would be a natural inclusion to the troop list given the training 
objectives regarding the heavy emphasis on air assets - combat air traffic control and airspace 
management being a very difficult endeavor can never be minimized and one gets the sense from 
reading the order that part of the Commander's Intent was to exercise this aspect rigorously. It 
would have been in this area that I would have expected LHO to participate. The dates included 
at WR 683-684 correspond nicely to the exercise period and suggest his participation - what that 
might have been given the gunshot incident I can't infer.. .whether he was on light duty or not 
during the period I don't know.. .however his unit was there... he had been released for duty... and 
his unit was listed to perform its' mission... 
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There were no after action reports in the files and that thought didn't occur to me until yesterday. 
I'm not certain that it's worth the effort to attempt to discover if there is such a report... if you 
have any thoughts on this I'd appreciate them 

I've included a photo copy of the cover sheet to the OPORDER... thought you’d appreciate it. 
Regards to Mrs. Weisberg and I hope to visit with you again in the near future. 


Sincerely, 



John W. Masland 


